finding that the missing bolts constituted an equipment
defect affecting safety, the Commission stated as follows at
6 FMSHRC 1857-1858:

In both ordinary and mining industry usage, a
"defect" is a fault, a deficiency, or a condi-
tion impairing the usefulness of an object or
a part.  Webster's Third New International
Dictionary (Unabridged) 591 (1971); U.S.
Department of Interior, Bureau of Mines, A_
Dictionary of Mining, Mineral, and Related
Terms 307 (1968).

The judge further found that the absence
of the two bolts in this case affected safety.
We agree.  Although the effect on safety of
two missing leg ,bolts in a hydraulic chock
line of some 125 units could be viewed as
inconsequential and beyond the standard's
purview, we are not prepared to dispute the
judge's findings as to the adverse impact on
safety occasioned by the two missing bolts.

The starting point for analysis is the
broad language of the standard, "affecting
safety."  That phrase is neither modified nor
limited.  Although this case does not require
us to describe the minimal effect on safety
cognizable under the standard, it is clear
that the standard has a wide reach.  The
safety effect of an uncorrected equipment
defect need not be major or immediate to come
within that reach.

And, at 6 FMSHRC 1859:

Defects affecting safety in equipment contin-
uously in operation, including those occurring
during the course of operation, must be
corrected before the equipment is used any
further.  The contrary approach urged by
Allied could result in such defects not being
repaired for substantial periods of time, thus
needlessly increasing safety risks.
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